4 


a plurality of rails adaptep to be disposed upon the sides above the floor of the rear 

end; ^ / 

a load floor operatively cooperating with said rails for sliding movement 
therealong and to close a lohtinrainal end of the cargo area; and 

a load floor la^nri^^teGMnism comprising a striker and a latch connected to a 
forward longitudinal end li said load floor and vehicle structure to latch said load floor in a 
closed position within the cargo area. 


8. (TWICE AMENDED) An integrated Extendable load floor assembly for a 
vehicle having a rear storage area with a longitudinal open end comprising: 

at least one rail adapted to be disposed^ upon a side of the rear storage area; 
a load floor cooperating with said qfleast one rail allowing for a selective sliding 
movement in and out of the jearJtSrSgevarea of p\e vehicle and to close the longitudinal open end 
of the rear storage area; and 

a load floor latching m^hanism cbqiprising a striker and a latch connected to a 
forward longitudinal end of said h&d flfcor ancHreftfcle structure to latch said load floor in a 
closed position within the rear storage aijea, said load floor latching mechanism including a 
movable handle disposed/on said load floor. 


14. (TWICE AMENDE 
a body including a r< 
said floor to form a rear storage area h 



comprising: 
oor and sides extending upwardly and along 
gitiMinal open end; 


a decklid pivotally secured to said rear end to cover said rear storage area in a 
closed position and to allow access to said rear storage area in an open position; and 

an integrated extendable le&d floor assembly cooperating with said rear storage 
, said integrated extendable load ^loor assembly including at least one rail disposed upon 
each of said sides of saicj/fear stdtagS^rea and a load floor cooperating with said at least one rail, 
said load floor having selective gliding iHpvement in and out of said rear storage area of the 
vehicle and to close ^ai^open ^hft of^id reaf^torage area and a load floor latching mechanism 
comprising a striker and a lat^h connected to a forward longitudinal end of said load floor and 
vehicle structure to latch sai(J load floor in a closed position within said rear storage area. 




20. (TWICE AMENDED) A/h i utomotive vehicle comprising: 
a body including a rear end ha^ngja floor and sides extending upwardly and along 

said floor to form a cargo area; 

a plurality of rails spaced laterally and extending longitudinally between said sides 

above said floor; 

a load floor £>perativ^ly cooperating with said rails for sliding movement 

therealong; 

a decklid p\vo&lly / secured to said sides to cover said cargo area in a closed 
position and to allow access / jtp-^U^i ca?g£ area in an open position and to allow said load floor to 
be extended when said dedJdijflVis i n said open position; 

an didgate ijfiyot^ly connected to said load floor and having a closed upright 
position and an open horizonta\po^ition; 

an/endgatjb latching mechanism that latches said endgate in said upright closed 

position; and 


a load floor latching mechanism ^pmprising a striker and a latch connected to a 
forward longitudinal end of said load floor anil vehicle structure to latch said load floor in a 
closed position within said rear storage area. 


21 . (TWICE AMENDED/ A sedan type automotive vehicle comprising: 
a body including a rear erfd having a floor and sides extending upwardly and along 
said floor to form a cargo area; 

a load floor for sliding movement in and out of said cargo area; 
an endgate piv{)talb/ competed to said load floor and having a closed upright 
position and an open horizon&l potion; 

a decklid pivotplf 
cover said cargo are^ in a cld$e&tposrtlon al 
position and to allow object/ {o be remo\ 
open position; and 

a load flo&r lsftching mechanism comprising a striker and a latch connected to a 
forward longitudinal end of said load floor and vehicle structure to latch said load floor in a 
closed position within said cargo area. 


said sides and cooperating with said endgate to 
^ to allow access to said cargo area in an open 
said cargo area when said decklid is in said 


